
Lane Sermon Christmas 2018 Cathedral  Page 1 

 

Luke 2:1-20 

 

The story is told of a youngster who had trouble going to bed. The going to bed process 

was always a bit of an ordeal with repeated trips to the bathroom - and repeated 

requests for drinks of water - but on this particular night, the child seemed especially 

restless. 

 

Downstairs, Mom, in her chair, heard the patter of feet and then a voice from the top of 

the stairs. “It’s dark up here. It’s dark in my room. I need some light.” And Mom said, 

“Well, ok. Turn on the bathroom light. Then it will not be so dark.” A sharp click made 

it clear the light had been turned on. 

 

But… a short time later, the patter of feet, and a small voice. “Mom, I’m lonely. I need 

someone to be with me.” Mom, sighed, and said, “What you need is to go to sleep. I’m 

right down here if you need me. Go back to bed, lie still, close your eyes and go to 

sleep.” “Ok, Mom...” 

 

Alas, a few minutes later, the patter of feet. “Mom, I’m afraid. I need someone in here 

with me.” Mom rubbed her eyes. “Honey. It’s ok. There’s nothing to be afraid of. I’m 

here. God is there with you, right in your room. God will keep you safe. Now go to 

sleep.” (long pause…) 

 

“Yeah… Well, maybe God is in here… but I need somebody with skin!” 

 

And don’t we all… Don’t we all. 

 

The great good news of Christmas is that our God has skin. God has come among us in 

human form, has taken on our lives in the person of Jesus. God is with us. God is in us. 

God knows what it’s like to be in the flesh. God knows what it’s like to be lonely and 

afraid of the dark. God knows that we need someone with skin. God knows everything 

there is to know about our lives as human beings. 

 

Christmas tells us that our God is not only high and mighty. Not only creator of the 

universe. And not only invisible spirit. Christmas tells us that God has moved into the 

neighborhood. God has pitched his tent among us. God has been born as a baby in a 

manger. 

 

Surely that’s the best news any of us could ever receive. 

 

And there’s more… 
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Being human, Jesus was therefore a particular human being. He was Jewish, born of a 

young Jewish girl and her not-quite husband. He was born among an oppressed people, 

in his father’s hometown, where his mother and father had been sent to register for 

taxation. And soon he would be a refugee, fleeing to safety in Egypt to escape the wrath 

of the murderous king, Herod. Jesus’ father was a carpenter, and Jesus grew up to be a 

rabbi, studying the scriptures and preaching and teaching. Jesus taught about God’s 

dream of abundant life, God’s favor toward the poor and weak, God’s desire that 

human beings make room for one another at the table of God’s banquet - a table where 

there is enough and more for all and where everyone has a place. 

 

There were a lot a people in Bethlehem for the tax registration. There’s wasn’t much 

room, even among Joseph’s extended family, so a place had to be found for Jesus to be 

born. It wasn’t much - a stall where the animals were kept - but it was enough. It was 

room enough, and Jesus was born among us. 

 

And there’s still more… 

 

We have skin, too, you know. We, too, were born, as Jesus was, in the image and 

likeness of God. Skin makes us all brothers and sisters. We’re all easily hurt and injured. 

Work and illness can hurt. So can the slights and cuts we give each other. We can’t go 

far without one another. We all need love. We all need a hug. Skin makes us one. And 

pretending otherwise is a bit of proud and foolish nonsense. 

 

And like all those worried and frightened people who gathered in Bethlehem at the 

command of a foreign dictator, we have to make room for one another. We have to find 

room in our hurried and busy lives for Jesus - and for each other. It doesn’t take much, 

but we need to find a little room. Jesus has come and taken our skin so that we might be 

more like him. 

 

Are there people in the dark? Turn on the light! Are there people who are lonely? Go to 

them. Are there people who are afraid? Wrap them in your loving embrace. We all need 

someone with skin. Jesus has come among us that we might be his hands, his feet, and 

his warm embrace. 

 

Oh, my friends, it’s all so easy… and so hard. Our God really does know us. God sent 

Jesus so we might know God. And all God really wants is for us to follow Jesus, to be 

like Jesus, to offer ourselves to one another. 
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May your thoughts this night be not so much about high and lofty things, but about the 

people sitting around you in your pew, the ones in your home and your neighborhood, 

the ones at work or at school - the people who need your love and your touch, the little 

ones near you who are afraid of the dark or who are lost or alone. 

 

On this night, God took on our flesh and dwelt among us. May this be the Christmas 

when you yourself are the very best gift another could receive. May it be so. Amen. 


